St 



Serial No. 10/736, 640 
Reply to Office Action dated January 11, 2006 

Page 2 

Furthermore, Applicants believe that claims 3-6 also were 
separated in error, since all of these claims are directed to a 
method of identifying, in a sample of T cells, T cells that 
recognize HCMV. Applicants submit that claims 3-6 should be 
grouped together, and since these claims recite the step of 
contacting a sample of T cells from a patient with peptides 
according to the invention, Applicants also submit that these 
claims should be examined together with the claims of Group IV 
(claims 7-10) . Examination of these claims together, because the 
recitations in the body of the claims are so similar, would not 
create any additional burden to the Office if they were searched 
and examined together. This is particularly true since the 
Office also has required that the application also be restricted 
to a single peptide sequence. 

In summary, Applicants request that the Office examine 
claims 3-10 at this time, or at a minimum at least claims 7-10 in 
the first instance, and examine the claims with respect to all 
claimed sequences. 
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Applicants now request examination on the merits and 
favorable consideration of the application. 
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